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9th Perinatal Symposium, ″Perinatal COVID-19: The Aftermath″

Dear Colleagues,

It has been exactly two years since the World Health Organization declared 
COVID-19 a pandemic; and one and a half years since the “Mother of Neonatol-
ogy” the unique, beloved Professor Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos passed away. 
Two years that humankind suffered lockdowns, school closures, social distancing, 
restrictions on movement and suspension of liberties. And this while coronavirus 
continuously evolves to new variants, spreading fear that at the end nobody will 
escape this insidious and invisible foe.

So, is it the right time to talk about an “aftermath”, concerning COVID-19? Most 
probably not. But, in a way, we have to recapitulate the up to now knowledge, 
draw -at least partial- conclusions and set new rules for our behaviour towards 
deprived fellow human beings, wildlife and the earth’s climate.

In this respect, our 9th “Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos Perinatal Symposium” 
consists of two sessions -one with mainly clinical and another with mainly 
psychosocial content-, as well as a panel discussion with the latest issues on 
prevention, treatment and consequences of the pandemic. Experts, who have 
delved into the individual topics accepted with pleasure our invitation; therefore, 
I would like to cordially thank them. Additionally, many thanks to the sponsors 
for their contribution to the realization of this scientific event. 

Closing this brief introduction to our Symposium I would like to touch on 
Maria’s sincere concern for the suffering Third World countries and particularly 
for the children in Africa. Thus, I am sure she would be very happy and would 
strongly support our decision to discuss health equity and social justice in the 
times of the dreadful pandemic. Lastly, let me disclose the chosen colours of our 
programme, inspired by the usual depiction of SARS-CoV-2. 

I hope you will enjoy this Symposium!

Professor Ariadne Malamitsi-Puchner, MD, PhD

“Perinatal COVID-19: The Aftermath”
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09:00 - 09:20 Welcome:
A. Malamitsi-Puchner, V. Papaevangelou, D.D. Briana, G.C. Di Renzo
1st Session – Chairs: C.P. Speer, G.H.A. Visser

09:20 - 09:50 COVID-19 pandemic: Comparison with the“Plague of Athens”
A. Malamitsi-Puchner

09:50 - 10:00 Discussion
10:00 - 10:30 COVID-19: The Greek experience-successes and challenges

V. Papaevangelou
10:30 - 10:40 Discussion
10:40 - 11:10 COVID-19: Impact on Pregnancy and Placenta

G.C. Di Renzo
11:10 - 11:20 Discussion
11:20 - 11:50 COVID-19: Impact on Neonate and Breastfeeding

D.D. Briana
11:50 - 12:00 Discussion
12:00 - 12:30 COVID-19: Vaccination in Pregnancy and Lactation

E.Schleussner
12:30 - 12:40 Discussion
12:40 - 13:00 Break

2nd Session – Chairs: H. Lagercrantz, A. Stringaris
13:00 - 13:30 COVID-19: Metabolomics and Microbiomics-from the fetus to the adult

V. Fanos
13:30 - 13:40 Discussion
13:40 - 14:10 COVID-19 and Social Value across the Lifecourse

M. Hanson
14:10 - 14:20 Discussion
14:20 - 14:50 COVID-19: Impact on Familial Well-being

F. Bustreo
14:50 - 15:00 Discussion
15:00 - 15:30 COVID-19: Impact and Resilience in LMIC

M. Temmerman
15:30 - 15:40 Discussion
15:40 - 16:10 COVID-19: Health Equity and Justice

N. Modi
16:10 - 16:20 Discussion
16:20 - 16:30 Break
16:30 - 17:30  Panel Discussion:  

COVID-19: Novel issues on prevention, treatment, consequences

9th Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos Perinatal Symposium

Saturday, March 19th 2022
“Perinatal COVID-19: The Aftermath”
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SPEAKERS
Despina D. Briana, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics-Neonatology, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, 3rd Department of Pediatrics, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Flavia Bustreo, MD, M.Sc in Communicable Disease Epidemiology 
Chair of the Governance and Ethics Committee, PMNCH and Vice President, Fondation Botnar, Basel, 
Switzerland, Former Assistant Director-General, Family, Women’s and Children’s Health, World Health 
Organization. Geneva, Switzerland
Gian Carlo Di Renzo, MD, PhD, FRCOG (hon), FACOG (hon), FICOG (hon)
Professor of Obstetrics, Maternal-Fetal Medicine and Gynecology, Coordinator, Centre for Perinatal  
and Reproductive Medicine, University of Perugia, Perugia Italy 
Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, IM Sechenov First State University, Moscow, Russia 
Editor-in-Chief “Journal of Maternal Fetal and Neonatal Medicine”, DrhcNKUA
Vassilios Fanos, MD, PhD
Full Professor of Pediatrics, University of Cagliari, Director Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Azienda 
Ospedaliero Universitaria Cagliari, Director School of Pediatrics, University of Cagliari, Cagliari, Italy 
Editor in Chief “Journal of Pediatric and Neonatal Individualized Medicine”
Mark Hanson, MA DPhil, PGCE, FRCOG(hon), FRCPCH(hon)
Professor, Director, Institute of Developmental Sciences, Em BHF Professor of Cardiovascular Science, 
Chair, PMNCH Knowledge and Evidence Working Group, University of Southampton, University Hospital 
Southampton, United Kingdom
Hugo Lagercrantz, MD, PhD
Professor of Pediatrics and Neonatology, Karolinska Institutet; Stockholm, Sweden 
Editor-in-Chief “Acta Paediatrica”, DrhcNKUA
Ariadne Malamitsi-Puchner, MD, PhD
Professor of Pediatrics-Neonatology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens; 
Scientific Collaborator Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, 3rd Department of Pediatrics,  
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Neena Modi, FMedSci
Professor of Neonatal Medicine, Imperial College London and Chelsea and Westminster NHS Foundation 
Trust, London, United Kingdom
Vana Papaevangelou, MD, PhD
Professor of Pediatrics-Infectious Diseases; Head, 3rd Department of Pediatrics, National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Ekkehard Schleussner, MD, PhD
Professor, Department of Obstetrics, University Hospital Jena, Friedrich Schiller University, Jena, Germany
Christian P. Speer, MD, FRCPE
Professor Em Pediatrics-Neonatology, University Children’s Hospital, Wuerzburg, Germany
Argyris Stringaris, MD, PhD
Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, 
Greece and University College London (UCL), London, United Kingdom
Marleen Temmerman, MD, MPH, PhD, FRCOG, FAAS, MBS
Professor Obstetrics/Gynecology and Director Centre of Excellence in Women and Child Health, 
Aga Khan University, Nairobi, Kenya, and Professor Em, Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium
Gerard H.A. Visser, MD, PhD
Professor Em Obstetrics, University Medical Center, Utrecht, the Netherlands. Past President 
EAPM, Member FIGO Safe Motherhood Committee

SPONSORS


